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President’s Message
DESPAIR.  I hate that I use that word; not usually part of my language.
But, since the onset of summer the Well has been hit with daily requests for Rental As-

sistance & Utility Assistance.  Most of these are from families with children.  Many of the 
parents have, for one reason or another, (sickness, laid off) lost their jobs.  They need help 
while they work on fixing their situation.  They come to us for our support.
The Well, in the past, was never able to help in the way we can do now; we have worked 

hard to increase our financial health, and, as we have grown, are able to help so many more 
people, and, because of that have helped people not fall through the cracks and become 
homeless.
We turn to other agencies to help us do these things; but many have spent their lot and 

are not able to help.
We are also called upon a lot to help people with food and we always make sure to provide 

ample boxes of food to those who have run out.  And we also provide home deliveries to 
those homebound, most being seniors.  This is due to our relationship with Desert Arc, 
who have their men delivering this much needed food every Friday to those who are so 
tremendously grateful.
Our numbers at Saturday food distribution have doubled; so many families with chil-

dren, seniors, veterans, individuals who need this food.
Our numbers grow daily at our Cooling/Heating Center, where we provide showers and 

fresh clothing, and coffee, fruit and snacks.  Please see those numbers elsewhere in this 
newsletter.
We are a wonderful organization, run by people who have saved themselves from their 

addictions through rehab and hard work.

I do not want to forget that we do our best providing social services to all who request 
them, from our Social Worker and from our Mental Health, (psychiatric nurse) on our 
Board.
We do not charge our clients for our services; we do ask them to volunteer as a way to 

give back.
Your monetary donations do not go to admin:  almost 17 years ago when I came on board 

I chose to do it voluntarily.  A year and a half ago my Board said I needed some compensa-
tion so they gave me a 1,000 a month, which the past 2 months has changed to 1500.00.
We try and make every penny count, to help those who, for whatever reason have faced 

very difficult challenges in life.
We, all of us, our Board, and staff, and volunteers, believe that love, compassion, and 

understanding, coupled with concrete help, will be the magic elixir to help those who are 
ready.
Just imagine if 100 people sent us checks for $100.00.  That $10,000 would mean we 

could take care of rents, utility bills, and keep people from losing what footing they de-
pend upon.
After writing all this, I can turn that work DESPAIR into HOPE, and have a heart full 

of it that YOU, our friends and supporters, will help us make this goal.
Checks can be sent to:  P.O. Box 5312, Palm Springs, 92263 or, you can go to our web-

site, www://wellinthedesert.org and donate on line.
Heartfelt thanks to all of you who will be helping us.

     Arlene (Rosenthal)
     President, Well in the Desert
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DONATE TO
THE WELL IN THE DESERT!

Donations can be sent to:
Well in the Desert • P.O. Box 5312 

Palm Springs, CA 92263
Or you can visit our website and donate there:

www.wellinthedesert.org

WHAT WE DO
WELL IN THE DESERT

501c3  #33-0694580

5 Daily hot nutritious meal to over 100 people a day, 6 days a week. 

5 Sack lunches daily –over 1200 a week served.

5 Phone and mail service.

5 Free id vouchers and DMV forms.

5 Morning coffee, rolls and fruit. 

5 Showers daily.

5 Furniture for people in need.  

5 Clothing for job interviews and those who need them.

5 Assistance with food stamps, MISP, id’s and more.

5 Utility assistance.

5 Rental assistance.

5 Free notary service.

5 Resume writing assistance.

5 One way tickets home. 

5 Saturday food distribution of healthy foods to working families, 
seniors, veterans, the disabled, families with children.

5 Emergency food boxes.

5 Some transportation to medical and social service appointments.

5 Van transportation to hot lunch sites.

5 Home deliveries to seniors who are homebound or frail.

5 “Well Assist” program to downtown merchants and other business 
owners.

5 Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations for all in need.  Christmas 
presents for all the children.

5 Well houses available for long-term group family living, and emer-
gencies.

5 Mental health counseling for those homeless with a psychiatric 
nurse.

5 Children’s better eating program.

5 Weekend outreach with coffee, snacks, food, showers & clothing.

5 Cooling center with showers.

5 Outreach 7 days a week with, snacks, coffee, sweet rolls, clothing, 
toiletries, and a ride to the drop-in/cooling center..

5 A 7 day a week cooling and drop-in center.

A family-friendly environment where all can feel welcome,  
cared about, and respected.. 

For more information:  (760) 656-8905 
www:wellinthedesert.org 

Or Arlene Rosenthal, (760) 323-8353 or (760) 285-7297.

Hot Meal Weekly Program
Please arrive no more than 15 minutes before service.

All lunch service is from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Monday 
First Baptist Church

588 Rosa Parks Road — Palm Springs
Bus line 24 takes you right in front of the Church.  

Lunch is served in the building in back.

Tuesday
United Methodist Church

1555 E. Alejo Rd. — Palm Springs
Bus line 24 takes you right in front of the Church.  

Lunch is served in the building in back.

Wednesday
Church of St. Paul in the Desert--just up El Alameda 

from Palm Canyon
125 W. El Alameda — Palm Springs

Bus line 111

Thursday
Our Lady of Solitude--corner of Alejo and Belardo

474 N. Belardo Rd. — Palm Springs, CA
Bus line 111

Friday
Our Lady of Guadalupe

204 S. Calle El Segundo at Arenas – Palm springs
Bus lines 111 & 14, Indian & Baristo

Saturday
Food Distribution at 6:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Bag lunches from 9:00 a.m. —10:00 a.m. 
at 181 N. Indian Canyon
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 What If...
By Dennis Jory

What if...
next time you take a cruise or stay in a hotel, you donate those little bathroom items 

you don’t use to Well in the Desert?  We could use those big-time to pamper our 
homeless clients for their personal needs.

What if...
you donated dry dog food to our DOGGONE IT! program to help feed our home-

less dogs?  As one client put it, “I have to take care of my dog.  It’s the only thing on 
this earth that loves me.”  (Eighty pounds of dog food costs only about $23 at your 
local supermarket and would feed so many pooches.  Your dog says, ”Woof, woof” 
on this one!)

What if...
next time you’re in the mood to bake those fabulous cookies everyone loves, you 

brought in a few dozen to The Well’s Cooling Center?  Our clients would be over the 
moon for sure.  Yum! Yum!

What if...
you cleaned out your closet and donated all those things you haven’t worn even 

once in the last year to Well in the Desert?  There’s nothing like getting a new outfit 
just before you hop in that much needed shower at The Well.  This one spells pride 
and dignity.

What if...
on your next trip to Costco to pick up those large packages of toilet paper, paper 

towels, air freshener, and glass cleaner you pick up some for The Well?  Wow, could 
we ever use more of those! (Think about it.)

What if...
instead of giving money to that homeless person outside your favorite fast food 

place, you marched back in and bought them a meal?  That’s what they need most.

What if...
you went through your sock and underwear drawers and got rid of some of those 

you no longer wear, and instead of tossing them, you generously brought them to 
The Well?  (Smaller sizes are always welcome as so many of our clients have rather 
slight frames.)

What if...
you looked through your camping gear, linen closets and garages and donated 

those old blankets, towels and especially sleeping bags that our homeless clients 
desperately need as the nights get colder? (Hey, new ones would work too!)

What if...
you had to go without your sunglasses for even an hour in this bright sunshine we 

all love so much?  Our clients face that extreme sun all day, every day and could sure 
use your old sunglasses you never wear any more.  We get requests for those and 
regular glasses or readers every day. How about it?  Please donate a couple of pair?

What if...
everyone reading this column actually brought in just one item?  You have no idea 

how much of a difference that could make in the life of those who have so little1  
Thanks for being compassionate and helping us make life better for others.
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DONATE TO
THE WELL IN THE DESERT!

Donations can be sent to:

Well in the Desert • P.O. Box 5312 

Palm Springs, CA 92263

Or you can visit our website and donate there:

www.wellinthedesert.org

You Can Make a BIG Difference 

Your donation allows us to connect people
and create solutions right here in the Coachella valley. 

Our Wish List
 SHORTS

 PANTS

 SHOES

 SOCKS

 UNDERWEAR

 T-SHIRTS

 CAPS & HATS

 BANDANAS

 SHIRTS & BLOUSES

COMBS AND BRUSHES

T-SHIRTS

 JACKETS

DEODORANT

 SHAMPOO

 CONDITIONER

 TOOTHBRUSHES

RAZORS

 HAND SOAP

DRY DOG FOOD

PEANUT BUTTER

STRAWBERRY JAM

BREAD

PACKAGED PASTA

PACKAGED RICES

CANS TUNA, CHICKEN

SOUPS

WATER

Travis’s Story
by Linda Levinson, Board of Directors

Travis (not his real name) is a very handsome older gay man I met at the cooling center. 
Getting to know him has taken some time and a great amount of patience. But definitely 
worth it.
Travis is a recovering addict. Very calm, soft spoken and insightful. I thought he just went 

to visit at the center and really wasn’t homeless. One day, I asked him where he lives. His 
response was “in my car”. I have to say I was surprised. And was reminded once again not 
judge people on their appearance. In other words, “stop it Linda”!!!
Travis is a veteran. He has worked in the construction industry for many years, in different 

states. Due to his addiction, many jobs didn’t last long. He didn’t save any money. His recov-
ery came much later in his life when he was no longer employed.
As a veteran, he does get benefits, but not enough to live on. Rent is beyond his budget. He 

tried living with other people but there was always “the drama.” He could not deal with that 
at all and it impeded his recovery.
The thing with Travis is he has such a calming affect on the center. It doesn’t matter if you’re 

addicted, mentally ill or just plain lonely. He’s always kind and respectful.
I have learned much from him. Other than the AA mantra “one day at a time”, I’ve learned 

to acknowledge and appreciate the amount of love I see at the center. I’ve learned to accept 
people as they are, not as you want them to be. I learned to listen, even if they are psychotic 
or on some substance. And to have boundaries in place for myself. However, I offer resources 
for anyone who may be addicted or mentally ill. Just in case they may want that. If not, then 
maybe in the future. The one thing I cannot offer as a resource is shelter for the night time. 
Sad to see them leave with nowhere to go. But that’s another story.
So, once again, I am grateful to be part of this community. These are real people trying to 

survive in hostile environments. Often times not of their own choice. One act of kindness 
matters. Just a smile or wave makes a difference.

Why Volunteer?
by Sandra Curry, Well Board of Directors

I have made a number of observations regarding the benefits of volunteering during my 
years as a Clinical Psychologist in private practice.  In the early years, I specialized in the 
treatment of individuals who were on disability due to having mental health disorders. Of-
ten, they were isolated and had very little social support. I encouraged each client to volun-
teer in some way. We discussed ways in which they might be of service and clients were often 
surprised to know that there were many and varied non-profit organizations in the area. I 
compiled a list of over 100 different ways of how one might volunteer their time. When 
clients struggled with what activity to choose, I suggested that they choose something they 
thought would enjoy.  I discovered that people were much more likely to continue with vol-
unteering, and to benefit personally, if the activity was one they chose, rather than one that 
was suggested for them. For one person, this might mean socializing kittens or puppies at 
the animal shelter, for another, volunteering in a resale store for a non-profit organization or 
helping to plant a community garden. 
Over the last ten years, as my client population has shifted, I have been seen dozens of se-

niors who have moved to the area to retire. Depression in this population is fairly common, 
especially if a person doesn’t have friends or family in the area. Volunteering is a great way to 
meet new people. It exposes one to people with common interests, neighborhood resources, 
and fun and fulfilling activities. It strengthens ties to the community, as well as making it 
a better place. Volunteering also increases self-confidence and provides a sense of purpose. 
It can teach valuable job skills and is a fun and easy way to explore your interests and pas-
sions.  It helps to counteract the effects of depression, anger, stress and anxiety. People who 
volunteer tend to stay physically active for longer, even when they have physical challenges.  
I encourage each of my clients to consider volunteering as one aspect of their treatment plan.  
The amount of time a person has to give is very individual. Volunteering should feel like a 
fun and rewarding hobby, not another chore on a to-do list.
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Well in the Desert is  
Important to Me. Why?

by Michelle Coneybeare, Well Board Member

I am very fortunate that the homelessness situation and working poor status here in the val-
ley do not apply to me. I don’t have a lot of money to give, but I do donate something. I don’t 
have a lot of time, but I volunteer when I can. I’m on the board of the Well because I hope to 
be able to make a difference and improve the lives of those people we serve. My hope is that 
we can help people get off the street by providing the tools needed to do so. 
If you don’t know what we do, here is a partial list.:

• We can help get people into rehab, if they truly want it.
• We provide counseling services with a retired social worker at the cooling center and 

a psychologist who typically works doing outreach and helps people who want to be 
helped. 

• We can help get ID.
• We provide a mailing address and receive client’s mail. 
• We help with bus passes and numerous other services. 
• Clients can get a shower and clean clothing (depends on clothing donations). Who 

doesn’t feel better when they are clean and more upbeat after a shower and fresh clothes?
• We provide hot lunches five days a week and sack lunches seven days a week, along with 

water & snacks (when available) daily. 

My hope is that one day, everyone who wants to get off the street will be able to do so.

Mental Health and the Homeless
By Stu Berger, RN, MSN, CNS

Shortly after moving from San Francisco to Palm Springs in 2015, I became a member of 
the Palm Spring Homelessness Task Force, on which I still serve. Imet Arlene Rosenthal at the 
Task Force, toured the building where Well in theDesert was located at that time and asked 
if there were any mental health services being provided at The Well. I was shocked to hear 
that there was no Public Health Dept. in the City of Palm Springs (serving the uninsured/
underinsured) and felt that this would fulfill an unmet need, in particular, for The Well. It is 
at that point Arlene & I made a plan for me to begin volunteering inorder to provide those 
services, on a limited basis, to their clients. I made flyers naming what I did as “Conversation 
and Cookies” and handed them out as I went along. As a Psychiatric Clinical Nurse Special-
ist, I have worked in many settings throughout my career: locked and unlocked inpatient 
hospital settings, outpatient clinics and for many years with homeless/homeless mentally ill 
veterans for the VA Medical Center. Having been the Team Leader for a Transitional Com-
munity Care Program, I led psychotherapy groups at a local shelter and provided individual 
therapy and case management for clients whom I placed in a single room occupancy hotel 
and who were on a path to transitioning back into the community.
I attend The Wells’ hot lunch program two (sometimes more) times per week. The most 

profound things I encounter are the lack of knowledge regarding local resources and the total 
isolation many of these individuals experience. Many common issues which I come across 
(and can occur with the homeless in any city) are struggles with untreated mental illness, 
substance abuse, violence, stealing, sexuality, relationship and family discord, exploitation, 
etc. Having someone to talk to and, more importantly, someone who listens to their issues 
and concerns is among the most predominant feedback I receive from the clients. Although 
housing is not my main focus, I research and provide lists of resources to give to people, who 
are very grateful for the information. As a Nurse, I am able to assess, advise and make refer-
rals for those with outstanding medical issues, provide information and education regarding 
medications and medication management, encourage those who may be in need of more 
pressing medical attention to go to the ER or Urgent Care Clinic (and try to arrange a ride if 
necessary). Helping people to process and problem-solve current issues is paramount in the 
conversations. Numerous people have offered subsequent feedback that doing this has led to 
a positive outcome. In 2016 and 2017 I applied for, and received Grants each of those years 
from the Kaiser Foundation to do this work for The Well. From 2015 until now, I have kept 
track of the numbers of people to whom I’ve spoken during the 2 days per week I volun-
teer. I can also meet individually with clients, as needed. On average, during a 1 year time 
period, I met 431 times with individuals, 292 of whom were unduplicated. Many people 
come back weekly to discuss ongoing concerns and gain support. As stated above, providing 
education related to psychiatric illness, medications and medication management, substance 
abuse, medical problems, etc., all serve to promote a sense of overall well-being, which is 
expressed in the feedback I receive. Taking the initial chance to be present and therefore to 
become a familiar and trusted resource has been most gratifying. An unintended outcome is 
the number of people who seek me out each week and who are willing to share their stories. 
One especially meaningful interaction happened when a woman unknown to me was waiting 
outside of the church for the lunch to end. She approached me and stated she came to talk to 
me because she’d heard that I was there and wanted to discuss the issues she was having with 
her 40+ year old son and needed some feedback/support/advice. I spoke to her for 20-30 
minutes, listened, processed and educated her regarding the interventions which have proved 
successful in similar circumstances. She was very grateful. Many of the clients with whom 
I’ve met meet made comments such as “you are an angel,” “you came and sat down next to 
me for a reason- I needed to talk;” “thank you for listening.” Also, being referred to resources 
unknown to homeless individuals continues to be significant. For example, referrals to an 
Attorney who could assist with their obtaining Social Security, Disability or help with other 
legal issues; referrals to Riverside County Mental Health Workers who can help house those 
referred, especially veterans; referrals to substance abuse programs and other programs in the 
Coachella Valley serving the homeless. I feel very honored to be a member of the Board of 
Directors of Well in the Desert and have been and still able to provide mental health services 
to the individuals who utilize The Well. As an Advanced Practice Psychiatric Nurse, I am for-
tunate to have the background which affords me the ability to be a trusted resource to those 
who have no one to turn to for advice, support or just an ear.
The concept that mental health helps to facilitate overall health is a major step in promot-

ing overall wellness. Advocating for this clientele, in this manner, is a way to take this to the 
broader arena- especially stakeholders, in order to bring about grassroots change. It is person-
ally satisfying to feel as if I have made a small difference in peoples’ lives and also contribute 
to the community in a much needed and meaningful way.

David Ross
Hello Everyone!
My name is David Ross (Well in the Desert’s Outreach Coordinator)
I would like to share my story with you.
I was homeless in Palm Springs for 4 years. Yes , “one of them”  Pushing a shopping cart and 

using drugs. I pulled myself up out of it. 
I was once a professional, with a successful business.  After my mom died I turned to drugs, 

and spent 4 years using.
After getting clean and sober 13 years ago I have returned to Managing and Producing 

musicians and bands. I have an apartment and two cars. But, I still struggle financially in this 
economy.  I am still able to be a productive member of society. What is my point you ask?
If The Well in the Desert hadn’t helped me when I was “One of them” and just kicked me 

to the curb, I would not be writing this to you at all.
I have been able to renew my life and my business.
I meet with many clients in the early mornings, bringing them water, snacks, fruit.  Some 

are not yet ready to do what I did.
But, with an organization like the Well in the Desert, they have people who will help them 

when they are ready
I would like to encourage all of you to donate what you can to the Well.
We all will feel very grateful.
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“Our true acquisitions lie only in our charities, we get only as we give.”
 William Simms

Yes, it is that time of year once again. As we say in the music business, the down beat for 
Desert Jam Session is 6:00 pm December 16th  at the Agua Caliente Casino Resort Spa. We 
have an amazing event planned. 
Over a dozen local and international Entertainers volunteer their time and talent to raise 

funds for The Well in the Desert.  This year Desert Jam Session will showcase Patrice Mau-
rice, Bill Marx, Tony Grandberry, The Evaro Brothers, Hope Diamond, Frank DeSalvo and 
more.
The Jackson Garret Band with leader Chris Gore will accompany the vocalists.  The Jackson 

Garret Band consists of eight of the top performance, concert and studio musicians in the 
desert valley. 
This year we are honored to have Gavin MacLeod as our Jammy Award recipient. You may 

remember Gavin as Captain Stubing from the Love Boat, and as Murray Slaughter from the 
Mary Tyler Moore Show. Gavin MacLeod has been a desert resident for many years and is a 
great supporter of desert charities. 
Rick Gilbert, Banquet Manager for Agua Caliente Casino Resort and Spa is preparing a 

feast this year, that will far surpass our previous years.  My understanding is Ricks presenta-
tion is one not be missed.
We will have a live and silent Auction, with donations from over 50 donors. Our honor-

ary Board Member Patrick Evans as co-Master of Ceremonies along with Bryan Gallo from 
channel 13. They bring great energy to our event. 
As in previous years one of our main attractions is our Artist Gregg Kalamar who paints 

as the evening progresses.  The end artwork is then auctioned off.  Many of our guests are 
delighted to find themselves in the painting.
We invite you to make Desert Jam Session VII a part of your Holiday Season. Please check 

our website for ticket information or call 760.323.8353.

Desert Jam Session VII
by Darci Daniels, Well Board Member
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DONATE TO
THE WELL IN THE DESERT!

Donations can be sent to:

Well in the Desert • P.O. Box 5312 

Palm Springs, CA 92263

Or you can visit our website and donate there:

www.wellinthedesert.org

Tom’s Story
Charlie Paglia, Board of Directors

When I first came on to the Board of Directors for Well in the Desert about six year ago, I 
was asked to write an article for this newsletter.  I wasn’t sure what to write about until I met 
Tom.  He had a very good story to share.  Tom was a young man who had just went through 
a recovery program for alcohol and drugs when he offered to write most of this story for the 
article.  Since Tom had moved to Palm Springs and became a homeless person, he was forced 
into illegal activities which led to several arrests.  He actually lived under one of the bridges in 
the city.   He now has been sober and drug free since 2012 when he wrote the article.   
Tom is presently working, has his own apartment, and his health has improved considerably.  

He attributes his success today to a recovery program and the organizations which helped 
him on his way to his productive life today.   Tom often mentions the Well in the Desert, a 
group which was there for him before and after his recovery.  He will always appreciate the 
hot meals, clothing, and helpful referrals he received form the Well.   Tom will not forget 
volunteers and staff who treated him with compassion and dignity.  He remembers how 
people shared their past stories inspiring him to make some important and positive changes 
in his life.
I wanted to share this one special story so that more people will know that homelessness 

does not have to be a lifetime sentence.  I am also grateful to the Well for the nourishment 
and many services it gives to so many like Tom.

Generous Food Donation
So thankful for Betty and the Tribe who donated 3,000lbs of food yesterday to Well in the 

Desert. This will help over the next few hot summer months. Betty was so sweet to have the 
right items for our summer needs.”



July 2019 The Well in the Desert News Page 9

Gotta Love That Shower!
by Dennis Jory, Well Board of Directors

I’m just guessing that this morning you leisurely set the pulsating water in your beautifully 
tiled shower at just the right temperature and made sure you had your favorite shampoo, 
conditioner and body wash at the ready. Of course you had those fluffy, color-coordinated 
wash cloths and towels right there to make this morning ritual just the perfect way to start 
your day.  No big deal, huh?  Does all of that just seem like another start to yet another morn-
ing for you?  Probably so.
 Well, lucky you and me and so many others—but not our needy homeless neighbors, who 

can hardly imagine luxuriating in those Egyptian cotton sheets all night long and awakening 
to their favorite tunes announcing their desired wake-up times.  Instead, they often celebrate 
the fact that they have a seemingly safe place under the shelter of a local bridge or stranded 
tree to rest their weary heads         all night.  The harsh sunlight is their alarm clock and keep-
ing clean and retaining the dignity that comes with that is almost impossible—
UNLESS...
They can use their bus pass they were given by the Well in the Desert to go to The Well’s 

Cooling Center, have a cup of coffee and a sweet roll and signup for a refreshing shower. 
Why all this attention to SHOWERS in this article?  Well, as a member of the Board of 

Directors at Well in the Desert, I’m the “shower guy” when I donate my time to help out at 
the Well’s Cooling Center on Encilia Avenue near downtown Palm Springs.  It sounds like a 
simple job, but let me tell you it is one that is transformative and oh so rewarding!  I manage 
the shower sign ups—15 minutes to shower up, complete with a fluffy bath towel, shampoo, 
conditioner, body wash, body lotion and even a new tooth brush, toothpaste and razor to 
complete the transformation. So often I see clients who look so weary, caked with dirt and 
in clothes that often defy any recognizable color or style when they approach my desk.  Then 
things start to change...
Before taking that much needed shower, they are able to choose a brand new outfit from 

The Well’s clothes racks—shirts, blouses, shorts, pants, shoes, socks, underwear--whatever 
one needs.  Our homeless friends go in to the shower area tired and dirty and so often  
emerge with a renewed zip in their step, dirt no longer present, hair combed, freshly shaved 
and in an all-new outfit.  Like I said, transformative!
If you ever wanted a job that was rewarding, this is the one.  The looks of gratitude, the 

smiles on those faces and the kind words I receive are enough to melt my heart.  We’re mak-
ing a difference in the world of homelessness, but there is a slight catch.  We service large 
numbers of people, day in and day out, and lucky for us, we have generous donors who make 
all of this happen.  However, we always need more contributions.  
Tomorrow morning, as you take that early AM shower (often a time for personal reflection), 

would you please count your blessings for all the good things in your life and pledge to pay it 
forward by donating much needed items to The Well for those in our community who need 
it most?  You can just drop off your donations at The Well’s Cooling Center at Encilia, the 
tall building near the corner of Ramon Road.

Here’s what we need most:

• Clothes—Both men’s and women’s: 

• Socks & underwear (We seem to always run out, and it’s so disappointing to tell 
our clients that we have none.)

• Shirts, blouses, pants, shorts, shoes

• Hygiene items:

• Shampoo, conditioner, body wash, body lotion

• Razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste

• Sunscreen, hand sanitizer

• Combs, brushes

This all may seem like a very simple solution to a very serious problem in our valley and 
throughout America, but your generosity could make a real difference—one person at a 
time.  Remember the age-old story about the grandfather and his grandchild at the seashore?  
Thousands of starfish were struggling in the sand and he starting picking them up, one by 
one, tossing them back into the water.  When his grandchild said there were so many that 
throwing a few back to the safety of the sea was pointless and wouldn’t really make a differ-
ence, Grandpa picked one up and said, “It’ll make a difference to this one!”  And that’s pretty 
much our philosophy at Well in the Desert.  Lets’ join together and make a difference to our 
needy neighbors, one by one.

Save the Date!

Fools Folly
2020

Wednesday
 April 1, 2020
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Well in the Desert provides daily nutritious hot meals, emergency food assis-

tance, weekly supplemental food distribution, and access to community services 

to those affected by poverty, including the working poor, the homeless, seniors, 

the handicapped and others in need throughout the west end of the Coachella Val-

ley. Our mission fuels programs for poverty prevention, direct services for poverty 

intervention, and organized efforts to advocate for the poor.

 THE WELL IN THE DESERT
P.O. Box 5312  • Palm Springs, CA 92263

(760) 656-8905
www.wellinthedesert.org
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